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La Crescenta Presbyterian Church 

DOMINICAN  REPUBLIC  OUTREACH 
Sat, July 17 – Mon, July 26, 2021 

 
Dear friends, 

One of the casualties of the pandemic has been LCPC’s mission trips. But our Dominican Republic 
outreach is back! The vaccines, the plummeting US infection rates and the lifting of restrictions are 
making it possible for us to re-engage with our friends on the island.  

And not a moment too soon! While the US economy is on a powerful upward swing, the economies of 
most nations in the developing world are languishing. I visited Mexico twice and the Dominican Republic 
twice during the pandemic and I can tell you: the poor in both countries have gotten a lot poorer.  

LCPC has conducted twenty mission trips to the DR since the early 2000s. We’ve learned that if we work 
together in the Lord’s name, with the right people, in the right ways, we can have a huge impact. We’ve 
also learned that the Lord blesses and changes us when we give. Everyone grows – everyone’s gifts are 
multiplied. 
 
 So then, what’s our strategy? How will we help the poorest of the poor? In partnership with Dominican 
and Haitian friends: 
 

 A medical team (doctors, nurses, pharmacists, plus non-professional assistants) will offer 5 ½ 
days of remedial health clinics in rural villages and urban slums. We also hope to incorporate 
dentists, physical therapists, nutritionists, etc.  
 

 A second team will engage in a variety of outreaches, including two Vacation Bible School 
gatherings for kids, basic home repairs, basic health education and food distribution. 

 
Are you eager to share God’s love with those who’ve been hit hardest by the pandemic? If so, I hope 
you’ll prayerfully consider joining us. Anyone high school age or older is eligible. You don’t have to be 
part of LCPC or even a California resident to join us.  
 
If you’re interested, I urge you (and maybe your parent) to take the time – right now – to read through 
the info below and make your decision. We can only take 25 people (previous trips were much larger), 
and flights to the island are filling up fast. The trip could fill up well before the registration deadline of 
July 6.   

In Christ’s love, 
 
 
Andy Wilson 
Pastor, LCPC 

WHO’S ELIGIBLE? 
Anyone high school age or older may apply. You don’t have to be part of LCPC or even a California 
resident to join us. Participants are expected to read, sign and abide by the “Trip Covenant” included on 
the registration form. Note that everyone needs a passport to travel, including minors.  
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Students:   Previous outreaches have been life-changing for hundreds of high schoolers and college 
students. You’ll enjoy hang-out times and amazing experiences with other youth.  

 

STAYING SAFE AND HEALTHY 
Participants should be in reasonably good physical condition. Be prepared for hot, humid midday 
weather. Cool, bottled water will always be available.  
 
A Covid vaccine is not required but is strongly recommended. Masking and distancing will not be 
required inside the mission compound or at our beach hotel, but we’ll follow all Dominican hygiene laws 
when we are working. Throughout May and early June infection rates on the island were rising. Masking 
and an evening quarantine have been mandatory for many months.  
 
A hepatitis A vaccine is required for all participants. A hepatitis B vaccine is required for all providing 
medical care. It’s up to each participant to decide if they want malaria protection or a typhoid vaccine. 
Consult your doctor. Visit www.cdc.gov/travel for more information.  
 

COVID-19 TESTING? 
You do not need to be tested for COVID-19 before flying to the DR, nor do you have to show proof of 
vaccination. However, US law requires every traveler to be tested for COVID-19 no earlier than 3 days 
before returning to the US. You must show evidence of such a test, with negative results, before 
boarding a plane. Such tests are readily available in the DR. Our team will get tested together. Each 
person will pay for their own test. 

 

OUR DAILY SCHEDULE 
Our medical team will work in partnership with a nonprofit Dominican organization called Light A Candle 
that provides health clinics, health education, food aid and more to the very poor. Each student will be 
able to work with the medical team and Light A Candle at least one day during the week. Our non-
medical outreaches – two, Vacation Bible Schools, house repairs, food distribution and more – will 
happen in neighborhoods surrounding our partner churches.  
 
Mornings and evenings we worship, sing and pray; reflect on the Bible; learn some Dominican and 
Haitian history; and visit local sites. We’ll also hear amazing testimonies from local friends and attend 
two Spirit-filled worship services. We’ll spend our last two days relaxing and reflecting at a beachside 
resort (details below).  

 

PREPARATION, DATES AND DEADLINES 
We’ll have a special Zoom meeting where we’ll get to know each other, cover important details, and 
pray for our mission. It will happen Thursday, July 8, from 5:00-7:00pm (PST). Every team member is 
required to participate.  
 

FOOD, LODGING… AND A TROPICAL RESORT! 
As usual, housing and meals for the first 7 days will be offered at a clean, secure mission compound in 
downtown La Romana, DR. The dorm-style rooms are air-conditioned! Plentiful, nutritious meals include 
local favorites as well as American comfort dishes. 
 
For the last two nights we’ll check into Viva Dominicus Beach Hotel, a beautiful, all-inclusive resort in 
nearby Bayahibe. Accommodations are double rooms right on the beach.  

http://www.cdc.gov/travel
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ABOUT THE DOMINICAN REPUBLIC 
The DR is a stable, western-style democracy. Dominicans are famous for their gracious hospitality, good 
humor and infectiously happy music. Pre-pandemic, the economy was growing steadily, and even today, 
many people are thriving. But pervasive, chronic poverty and poor schools still hold the country back. 
Millions still live at the subsistence level.  
 
Our hosts are (mostly) Haitian Dominicans who have migrated to the DR from neighboring Haiti. We 
work in partnership with two churches, Maranatha and Beraca that have been ministering to Haitians in 
the Dominican sugar industry for decades (mainly cane cutters and their families). Our friends have 
taught us so much about finding joy and faith in the midst of life’s struggles.  

 

REGISTRATION AND YOUR TRIP FEE 
To register you must fill out the registration form and submit it online at www.lcpc.net or mail or 
deliver it to LCPC. You will only be considered registered if your form is accompanied by your fee. 
Further details are included below under “Purchasing Your Airline Ticket.” The deadline is July 7. 
 
The fee of $580 PER PERSON covers virtually all expenses (except air travel) including: 

 All meals (except while flying) 

 All lodging and hotels 

 All ground transportation (except taxi fees for those arriving or departing early or late) 

 2 nights at Viva Dominicus Beach Hotel (all inclusive) 
Not covered:  COVID-19 test in the DR (about $35, see above), snacks and drinks apart from meals, 
service tips, rentals or other expenses incurred at the resort, gifts.  

 
How will we pay for medicines, construction materials, etc?  
Expenses for the supplies and support staff needed to carry out our work are not covered by your trip 
fees. All that money comes from generous donors, and we’ll need more than $10,000 to be fully 
effective. Donations to our “supplies budget” will be received with gratitude.  
 

PURCHASING YOUR AIRLINE TICKETS 
Ordinarily LCPC would make all flight arrangements through our airline’s group travel office and build 
the expense into the trip fee. Because of uncertainties created by the pandemic (unstable prices, 
changing coronavirus news, etc.), it was too risky for the church to do that this year. So participants 
need to buy their own airline tickets. 

It’s important that you follow these four steps as you make travel arrangements:  

 STEP ONE  
Fill out the Dominican Republic 2021 registration form and submit it online, email it as a PDF, or 
mail or bring it to Nancy Thomas at LCPC.  You can pay your $580 fee online or with a check 
made out to LCPC, noted “DR 2021 Mission Trip Fee.” 
 

 STEP TWO 
Soon after you register, Nancy (or Andy or Mary Wilson) will inform you if we have space for you 
(the limit is 25). Any money you paid for the trip (or your uncashed check) will be returned if the 
trip fills up and you can’t go, or if you drop out before Monday, June 27. 
  

 STEP THREE 

http://www.lcpc.net/
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As soon as you learn we have space for you, purchase your tickets for the American Airlines 
flights indicated below. Fares change daily, but depending on the type of ticketing you choose 
(economy, elite class, maximum flexibility, etc.).  
 
If you’re flying from LA (via LAX), please do not choose a different airline or flight schedule. 
Ground transportation will be organized according to the arrivals and departures of the flights 
indicated. 
 
If you will be traveling from another airport, please make every effort to arrive at the airport in 
Santo Domingo on Sat, July 17 as close to 10:38pm as possible. Likewise, please try to fly out of 
Santo Domingo no earlier than 1:50pm on Monday, July 26. You will be charged for taxi service 
($120 each way) if your flight schedule makes it impossible for you to use the bus services we 
arrange. 
 
Preferred schedule: 
American Airlines: 
Sat, July 17 10:30am-10:38pm LA (LAX)-Miami (MIA)-Santo Domingo (SDQ) 
Mon, July 26 1:50pm-9:45pm Santo Domingo (SDQ)-Miami (MIA)-LA (LAX) 

Fee as of June 5:  $919 plus $30 baggage 
 
Alternate schedule: 
American Airlines: 
Sat, July 17 8:30am-10:38pm LA (LAX)-Miami (MIA)-Santo Domingo (SDQ) 
Mon, July 26 1:50pm-9:45pm Santo Domingo (SDQ)-Miami (MIA)-LA (LAX) 

Fee as of June 5: $880 plus $30 baggage 

 
Ticketing tip:  Try Kayak, Google Flights, Expedia, Orbitz, etc. to see if you can beat the fees 
offered directly by American at AA.COM. (Probably not!) 

 

 STEP FOUR 
Immediately make a PDF or paper copy of your flight schedule and get it to Nancy Thomas at 
LCPC. Group leaders must have this information so they can keep you safe and make sure you 
don’t get stranded. 

A note for high schoolers and parents: 
Students, we want you on the team! Parents, we understand your concerns! 
 
Students and their parents will handle their own ticketing for flights. But, assuming students aren’t 
traveling with a parent, group leaders will be pairing students with older adult travel partners. Those 
pairs will meet up with other student-adult travel pairs (and group leaders) as transitions are being 
made in all airports and onto ground transportation. Students will never be left to navigate the travel 
maze on their own.  

 

QUESTIONS? 
Contact trip leaders. Andy Wilson:  andy@lcpc.net  LCPC phone:  818-249-6137. Mary Wilson:  
mhw1@sbcglobal.net  Cell: 818-370-1617. Nancy Thomas, LCPC Office Manager, can answer questions 
about registration and finances:  nancy@lcpc.net. 818-249-6137.  

mailto:andy@lcpc.net
mailto:mhw1@sbcglobal.net
mailto:nancy@lcpc.net

